Intermediate Strings and Advanced Strings
Corner Canyon High School 2020–2021

Teacher: Mitchell Atencio




Email: mitchell.atencio@canyonsdistrict.org
OBJECTIVES
Membership in the CCHS Orchestras presents an opportunity for developing string players to study and perform on their instruments, focusing on developing musicianship and technique. Each student is expected to study and experience orchestra music. Emphasis is placed on improving individual skills, appropriate personal practice, and understanding responsibilities to the ensemble.

EXPECTATIONS AND MATERIALS
Members of this class are expected to:
· Have a clean, working instrument each day

· Have all accessories needed to play (rosin, endpin, etc.)

· Have a pencil
· Have a metronome and tuner (there are great apps for smartphones including Tonal Energy)
· Collapsible music stand

· Clean mask and other necessary safety equipment
· Spend at least 2 hours/week practicing their instrument

· Attend all festivals, concerts, and any extra rehearsals necessary to prepare for these events

REQUIRED FEES
· $65 Instrumental Music Participation Fee

· This fee is charged by the school/district and only needs to be paid once regardless of how many instrumental music classes you take. You must pay this in person at the main office.
· $30 Class Fee 
· This is a fee that helps pay for music, concerts, parties, clinicians, and other class experiences. (This will not show up for a couple weeks.)
· $80 Instrument Rental Fee
· Only required if using a school-owned instrument; allows you to use the instrument all year. You still pay maintenance costs. Only pay this once if using the same instrument in multiple classes.
ATTENDANCE
Students will be given points for daily participation and attendance. If a student is absent, equivalent course work must be done to make up the participation points. 2020 addendum: in most cases, alternative work will not be required, assuming students communicate their absence as soon as they are able. Students must be in the orchestra room assembling their instruments when the bell rings.  Students must be in their seats ready to play 3 minutes after the bell rings to avoid being marked tardy. Attendance at additional rehearsals, concerts, festivals, and other performances are mandatory and do not make up missed classes during the day.
If you will be gone from a class or rehearsal, please email me in advance. Active communication is an important part of being a musician in an ensemble.

School-wide Attendance Policy. Tardies and Verified Truancies will result in an NG in this class. NGs must be addressed with your Assistant Principal. There will be no Attendance School this year.
EXTRA HELP

Students needing extra help can come in before school between 7:05 and 7:45 during Charger Time or meet after school by appointment. (I teach in two different classrooms, so I recommend checking with me before coming in to find me!) However, no extra credit will be offered, as per school-wide CCHS policy.
GRADING:
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The final grade is based on the following three areas:

1) Rehearsal Etiquette: This includes the following: bringing instruments and materials to class, engaging in class activities, any written homework or tests, concert reports.
At times it is necessary to combine with other classes (winds, percussion, etc.) for concerts. Rehearsals, in general, will last no longer than 60 minutes and they will only be scheduled as needed. Students will always be given advance notice of rehearsals, and the schedule will be posted in the orchestra room. Students are expected to attend these rehearsals. Students who do not attend at least 80% of extra rehearsals will not be able to perform at region and state and may lose concert performance privileges as well. Absences from these rehearsals must be excused at least 48 hours in advance. Special circumstances will be dealt with on an individual basis. (34% of the final grade)
2) Performances: Class members of the orchestras participate in concerts, clinics, sectionals, assemblies, and the school musical. In general, absences from performances will not be excused. However, in special situations absences will be excused only if 2 weeks’ notice has been given—communicate with Mr. Atencio, early, about any conflicts.
Missing a performance can result in the loss of all performance credit for the quarter. Make up for an excused absence from a performance can be accomplished by completing the “concert make-up assignment” as outlined on the makeup handout. Special circumstances will be dealt with on an individual basis. (33% of the final grade). 2020 addendum: you will not be required to attend a performance if you are ill. Please do not come to school if you are under isolation orders or otherwise unable to attend, including for your performance. I just ask that you notify me as soon as you are able so that I can make necessary arrangements. Required performance attire is detailed on the CCHS Instrumental Music Website, cornercanyonmusic.weebly.com.
3) Tests: Playing tests will be given as assigned from repertoire and other materials. Students must receive at least a B+ on playing tests involving festival music in order to perform in Region and State events. Students may retake these tests at any time before the event to be able to perform. Individual circumstances will be taken into consideration. (33% of the final grade)
TECHNOLOGY DISCLOSURES

Remind. This class uses Remind to send messages to students/parents. These can be crucial alerts, including calendar changes. Sign up by texting @cchsstring (Intermediate) or @cchsadvstr (Advanced) to 81010.
Cell phone policy. Students should not have a cell phone at their chair in class. They should be set to “do not disturb” for the duration of every rehearsal. Students found in violation of this policy, without prior approval, may receive a reduction in “Rehearsal Etiquette” credit. The only permissible use of a device is, when preapproved, to use it as a tuner or, during sectionals, a metronome.
Media Release. Classes may be recorded. Students may be visible or audible in these recordings. Recordings will only be available on Canvas for absent students. These will remain in a closed network and will not be shared elsewhere.
SIGNATURES
Please detach this page and return with signatures by Friday, August 28th. Additionally, please confirm that your Skyward email is correct, as I will use this to disseminate important information, calendaring, and so forth.

I have read and accept the terms of Mr. Atencio’s disclosure document. By signing this release, I also consent to incidental audio and video of myself being made available to other students.

Student’s Name (Printed):
______________________________________

Student Signature:

______________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature:
______________________________________

Date:



__________

Additional comments or questions: _____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Concert/Performance Dates*:

10/28/2020, 7p: Fall Orchestra Concert
12/02/2020, 7p: Winter Orchestra Concert
01/20/2021, 6p: Monster Concert with DPMS
02/14/2021, 7p: Concerto Night (details forthcoming)

03/04/2021, afternoon–evening: String/Harp Solo & Ensemble Festival @ American Fork High School

04/20/2021, afternoon–evening: Region Orchestra Festival @ Skyridge High School

04/24/2021: State Solo & Ensemble Festival (location forthcoming)
05/18/2021, 7p: Spring Orchestra Concert

05/20–05/22/2021: State Orchestra Festival

*All dates subject to change with substantial prior notice

